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Thanks to you all for listening to my plea last month to “Think Spring”! I write this newsletter 
column a month before it gets to your kitchen table, so I am hopeful that we are seeing consistent 60 
degree days drying things out. With the 2018/2019 winter season behind us, we have experienced 
more electricity sales than any time in our history. That comment seems to be a prevailing trend the 
past couple of years and may be our old or new normal for us up here in the Midwest with this cold 
weather pattern. We hit record-setting electrical peaks the first quarter in 2019 for our power suppliers. 
That cold weather creates more electrical use on your home, farm and business meters as equipment 
runs longer and longer trying to keep things warm and operating! We received member calls on high 
electrical use and like you, our electric meters show the electrical use is at record levels over these last 
three months. I can monitor that weather impact daily with my SmartHub phone app monitoring my 
electric use in relation to the cold weather. Please go to our website at southeasternelectric.com and 
click on the green box titled SmartHub to login and register for one of the best tools we have for you to 
monitor your electrical use daily, monthly and yearly!

The spring tillage, planting, fertilizing and home/farm/business construction/repair season will be in 
full swing by the time this material gets to you. PLEASE BE SAFE around both overhead and under-
ground power lines. Operating large equipment near power lines is dangerous and demands your 
closest and immediate attention when you are working. Make sure to call the South Dakota One-Call 
Locate system at 811 for any underground work you are doing. This service is designed to help you 
get all utility underground facilities located on or near where you are planning to dig. Please remember 
it is not designed to locate your personal underground facilities or anything behind your electric meter. 
We encourage you to contact your electrician for those locating needs or give us a call and we will do 
our best to locate them for you on a cost basis when in the area doing our regular locating duties. Elec-
trical Safety needs to be a continuous thought improvement process for each of us! We encourage 
you to look at items like the size of your equipment, the scope of your project and the electrical 
tools being used to establish a safe and organized work area. If you ever have any questions, please 
feel free to give us a call on any and all safety concerns that you may have!

Last, but not least, as we begin to sneak up on our annual meeting set for Thursday, June 6, 2019, 
at the Lennox High School facility, we ask that you put this date in your calendar to come and learn 
more about the activities of your electric cooperative with our 81st annual member meeting. We sure 
hope you all enjoy a beautiful spring and were able to enjoy time with family, friends or just doing 
something by yourself over the Easter weekend. 

Happy Spring and Happy Easter to you all!

If you ever have 
any questions, 

please feel free to 
give us a call on 

any and all safety 
concerns that 
you may have!

Spring Has Sprung!?!

Brad Schardin

General Manager 
brad@southeastern.coop

MANAGER’S REPORT



Co-op employees and directors from around the 
state gathered for the bowling tournament in March.

Southeastern Electric’s offices will 
be closed May 27 for Memorial Day.
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BOWLING  
FOR A CAUSE
Co-ops from across the state participated 
in the Third Annual Line Patrol Fundraiser 
Bowling tournament in Mitchell. The 
bowling tournament is just another fun 
way to raise money for the Accident Victim 
Fund which was established to help out 
co-op employees who have been injured 
or suffering a major catastrophic event in 
their lives. The main fundraising event is 
the South Dakota Rural Electric Line Patrol 
Charity Ride, which consists of a 100 to 150 
mile motorcycle/car ride and live auction. 
Co-op employees, through fundraisers 
such as the bowling tournament, have 
raised as much as $40,000 for this worthy 
cause.

Southeastern’s teams consisted of LeLand 
Andersen, Jayme Juhnke, Erik Roth, Sean Jolley, Jay Cleveland, Wade and Jessica 
Klinkhammer and Brad Schardin.

Congratulations to Leland, Jayme, Erik and Sean for winning the roll off for the 3rd Flight 
division!

For Jay, Wade, Jessica and Brad, they came up about 50 pins short of winning the traveling 
trophy again this year.



KIDS CORNER SAFETY POSTER

Kids, send your drawing with an electrical safety tip to your local 
electric cooperative (address found on Page 3). If your poster 
is published, you’ll receive a prize. All entries must include your 
name, age, mailing address and the names of your parents. 
Colored drawings are encouraged.

“Don’t touch power lines! You’re not a bird.”

Jack Bartscher, 11 years old

Jack is the son of Jon and Tanya Bartscher, Mitchell, 
S.D. They are members of Central Electric Cooperative, 
Mitchell.

High Water, High Stakes
Flooding can happen in a number of ways including river 
and stream overflow, excessive rain or storm surge to 
name a few. Floodwater contaminants can create serious 
fire hazards if electrical wiring and equipment have been 
submerged in water. 

In the aftermath of a flood, there may be hidden electrical 
hazards. Before beginning the cleanup effort, have a 
qualified electrician check the house wiring, assess other 
damages and proceed with repair work. Then, follow 
these important safety tips:

 � Follow any directives to turn off utilities. If you’re 
advised to switch off the main power source to your 
home, flip each breaker and THEN turn off the main 
breaker. You may also need to shut off the main valve 
for your home’s gas and water.

 � DO NOT go near any downed power lines especially if 
there is standing water nearby.

 � Take care when stepping into a flooded area. Be 
aware that submerged outlets or electrical cords may 
energize the water, posing a potentially lethal trap.

 � Have an electrician inspect electrical appliances 
that have been wet and do not turn on or plug in 
appliances unless an electrician tells you it is safe.  

 � A qualified service repair dealer should examine 
all electrical equipment that has been wet. Certain 
equipment will require replacement, while a trained 
professional may be able to recondition other devices.

 � Do not touch a circuit breaker or replace a fuse with 
wet hands or while standing on a wet surface. Use a 
dry plastic- or rubber-insulated tool to reset breakers 
and use only one hand. If using a wet-dry vacuum 
cleaner or pressure washer, follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions. 

Replace or Recondition? 
After a serious flood, some items may be reconditioned, 
while others will need to be completely replaced to 
protect you and your family. It is recommended that you 
allow an electrician or electrical inspector to guide the 
restoration or replacement of any electrical wiring or 
equipment. Corrosion and insulation damage can occur 
when water and silt get inside electrical devices and 
products. Water can also damage the motors in electrical 
appliances. Therefore, you should be prepared to replace:

 � Circuit breakers and fuses 
 � All electrical wiring systems 
 � Light switches, thermostats, outlets, light fixtures, 

electric heaters and ceiling fans 
 � Furnace burner and blower motors, ignition 

transformers, elements and relays for furnaces and 
hot water tanks 

 � Washing machines, dryers, furnaces, heat pumps, 
freezers, refrigerators, dehumidifiers, vacuums, power 
tools, exercise equipment and similar appliances

 � Electronic equipment, including computers and home 
entertainment systems

Source: esfi.org
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1 T. oil

1 cup chopped onion

2 (14.5 oz. each) cans diced 
tomatoes, undrained

2 cups water

1 (4.5 oz.) can chopped 
green chiles, undrained

1 package McCormick® Chili 

Seasoning Mix, Original

3 cups uncooked wide egg 
noodles

2 cups shredded cooked 
turkey

1 (4 oz.) package cream 
cheese, cubed

2 cups shredded Mexican 
cheese blend, divided

Heat oil in large saucepan on medium heat. Add onion; cook 
and stir 3 minutes or until tender. Stir in tomatoes, water, chiles 
and Seasoning Mix. Bring to boil. Remove from heat. Stir in egg 
noodles, turkey, cream cheese and 1 cup of the shredded cheese. 
Pour mixture into 9x13-inch baking dish. Cover with foil. Bake at 
375°F. for 15 minutes. Remove foil. Stir mixture and sprinkle with 
remaining 1 cup shredded cheese. Bake, uncovered, 5 minutes 
longer or until cheese is melted. Let stand 5 minutes before serving. 
Serve with assorted toppings such as sour cream and guacamole, if 
desired. Makes 8 servings.

Nutritional Information Per Serving: Calories 325, Total Fat 17g, Saturated 
Fat 9g, Sodium 530mg, Cholesterol 93mg, Carbohydrates 23g, Protein 20g, 
Dietary Fiber 3g 

Pictured, Cooperative Connections

Turkey Noodle Bake

Please send your favorite dairy, dessert or vege-
tarian recipes to your local electric cooperative 
(address found on Page 3). 

Each recipe printed will be entered into a drawing 
for a prize in June 2019. All entries must include 
your name, mailing address, telephone number and 
cooperative name.

Comforting CasserolesComforting Casseroles

8 to 10 oz. egg noodles

1/2 cup chopped raw onion

1/2 cup chopped celery 
(optional)

1 can cream of chicken soup

1 T. fresh or dried parsley 
flakes

1 to 2 tsp. chili powder

1 tsp. smoked paprika

1 cut-up cooked pheasant

1/2 cup of sour cream

1/2 lb. of white Cheddar 
or Monterey Jack cheese, 
grated

Cook noodles in boiling water 8 minutes; drain. Combine all 
ingredients in a greased 3- to 4-quart casserole; stir together. Pour 
1/2 cup hot water over casserole before baking. Bake at 350°F. for 40 
minutes.

Laurie Wernke, Lennox, SD

Chili Pheasant Casserole

3/4 lb. salmon

3/4 lb. tater rounds

1/4 lb. American cheese

1/2 cup chopped onion

1/2 cup chopped celery

1 can cream of mushroom 
soup

3/4 cup milk

Put salmon and tater tots in a greased casserole, reserving a few tots 
for topping. In a saucepan, combine cheese, onions, celery, soup and 
milk; heat until cheese is melted. Pour over salmon and tater tots. 
Bake at 325°F. for 1 hour. Season with salt and pepper.

Deb Merkwan, Yankton, SD

Wonder Tot Casserole

Crescent-topped 
Cheeseburger Casserole
1 lb. lean ground beef

1/4 cup chopped onion

1/4 cup chopped dill pickles

1/2 cup water

1/2 cup ketchup

1 T. yellow mustard

1/8 tsp. pepper

1-1/2 cups shredded 
American cheese

1 (8 oz.) can refrigerated 
crescent rolls

1 egg, beaten

1 T. sesame seed

In a 10-inch nonstick skillet, cook beef and onion over medi-
um-high heat 5 to 7 minutes until thoroughly cooked; drain. 
Stir in pickles, water, ketchup, mustard and pepper. Spoon beef 
mixture into an 11x7-inch glass baking dish. Sprinkle with cheese. 
Unroll crescent dough; press into 12x8-inch rectangle. Cut into 
6 squares; place on top of cheese. Brush with egg; sprinkle with 
sesame seed. Bake at 375°F. for 25 to 30 minutes or until deep 
golden brown.

Stephanie Fossum, Hudson, SD 
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From hot water to home heating and cooling, 
SEC’s rebate programs have you covered!

2019
Marketing 
Rebates and 
Incentives
The cooperative Marketing and 
Rebate Program for 2019 has 
some great savings.

If you are planning to build 
or remodel, give Southeastern 
Electric Cooperative a call. 

You can make cost comparisons 
using any other fossil fuel furnaces 
vs. electric heating equipment. 
These comparisons are helpful 
to figure long-term cost and 
paybacks.

We provide cash rebates and 5 
percent low interest loans for new 
electric equipment and installa-
tions cost. 

Southeastern also offers incentive 
rates for controlled heating and 
cooling with a high efficiency 
electric heat pump, the most 
efficient heating and cooling 
system available.

Go to 
www.southeasternelectric.com to 
learn more about our programs.

Southeastern Electric Incentive Program 
Rebates and incentives:
Air-to-Air Heat Pump Installations
Install an ENERGY STAR® air-to-air heat pump to a new or existing system and receive up 
to a $600 rebate. 

Air-to-air heat pumps must be ENERGY STAR® rated and have at least HSPF of 8.5 or greater.

Ground-Source Heat Pumps (GSHP)
 � Install an ENERGY STAR® ground-source heat pump and receive up to a $800 rebate.

10-kw electric resistance heat required.
5 percent interest rate loans:

 � A 5 percent interest rate electric heating system loan is available. The loan can be used 
for the installation of the electric equipment, the ductwork, wiring for the equipment 
and the loop for a GSHP. The cooperative also has available home weatherization, 
home service upgrade and grain drying (must meet SEC standards) loans.

 � Loan amounts of $5,000 and lower can be financed for up to 60 months.
 � Loan amounts greater than $5,000 up to $10,000 can be financed for up to 84 months.
 � Check with SEC for details.

Requirements for receiving rebates and special rate.
 � The structure must receive electric service from Southeastern Electric, and each 
structure is limited to one rebate. A copy of the invoice for installed equipment 
is needed before a rebate can be issued, and all heat pumps must be on the load 
management program to receive the rebate and the special rate.

 � Must be ENERGY STAR® rated and have an HSPF of 8.5 to receive the rebate.  
An invoice and the AHRI certificate is needed for proof of meeting the ENERGY 
STAR rating.

Water heater rebates:
“Lifetime” warranty units of 50 gallons or more controlled by the  
load management system: (“Lifetime” tank warranty only; six years parts and labor.)

 � A 50-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for  $700 plus tax
 � An 85-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for $650 plus tax
 � A 105-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for $675 plus tax
 � Replacing fossil-fuel water heater in natural gas territory:

 � 85- and 105-gallon $500 plus tax
 � 50-gallon   $550 plus tax 

Note: Water heater rebates subject to prior rebates

Southeastern Electric Incentive Program 
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From hot water to home heating and cooling, 
SEC’s rebate programs have you covered!

Southeastern Electric Incentive Program 
Rebates and incentives:
Air-to-Air Heat Pump Installations
Install an ENERGY STAR® air-to-air heat pump to a new or existing system and receive up 
to a $600 rebate. 

Air-to-air heat pumps must be ENERGY STAR® rated and have at least HSPF of 8.5 or greater.

Ground-Source Heat Pumps (GSHP)
 � Install an ENERGY STAR® ground-source heat pump and receive up to a $800 rebate.

10-kw electric resistance heat required.
5 percent interest rate loans:

 � A 5 percent interest rate electric heating system loan is available. The loan can be used 
for the installation of the electric equipment, the ductwork, wiring for the equipment 
and the loop for a GSHP. The cooperative also has available home weatherization, 
home service upgrade and grain drying (must meet SEC standards) loans.

 � Loan amounts of $5,000 and lower can be financed for up to 60 months.
 � Loan amounts greater than $5,000 up to $10,000 can be financed for up to 84 months.
 � Check with SEC for details.

Requirements for receiving rebates and special rate.
 � The structure must receive electric service from Southeastern Electric, and each 
structure is limited to one rebate. A copy of the invoice for installed equipment 
is needed before a rebate can be issued, and all heat pumps must be on the load 
management program to receive the rebate and the special rate.

 � Must be ENERGY STAR® rated and have an HSPF of 8.5 to receive the rebate.  
An invoice and the AHRI certificate is needed for proof of meeting the ENERGY 
STAR rating.

Water heater rebates:
“Lifetime” warranty units of 50 gallons or more controlled by the  
load management system: (“Lifetime” tank warranty only; six years parts and labor.)

 � A 50-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for  $700 plus tax
 � An 85-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for $650 plus tax
 � A 105-gallon lifetime Marathon® water heater can be purchased for $675 plus tax
 � Replacing fossil-fuel water heater in natural gas territory:

 � 85- and 105-gallon $500 plus tax
 � 50-gallon   $550 plus tax 

Note: Water heater rebates subject to prior rebates
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Southeastern Awards  
$7,500 in Scholarships
$1,000 Scholarships

The winner of the 
$1,000 Basin Electric/
SEC Electric Scholarship 
was Tyler Hackman 
of O’Gorman High 
School. The son of John 
and Danice Hackman 
of Sioux Falls, he will 
attend the University of 
Saint Thomas in Saint 
Paul, Minnesota, where 
he plans to major in 
biochemistry. 

Receiving a $1,000 
scholarship from SEC 
was Harrisburg High 
School’s Nicholas 
Wipf, son of James and 
Kathleen Wipf of Sioux 
Falls. He will attend the 
South Dakota School 
of Mines in Rapid City, 
South Dakota, where he 
will major in chemical 
engineering. 

Cole Patten, son of 
Chane and Dawn Patten 
of Harrisburg, also 
receives a $1,000 schol-
arship from SEC. The 
Harrisburg High School 
student will attend South 
Dakota State University 
in Brookings where he 
will major in mathe-
matics.

Jaelyn Kae Morehead of 
Tea Area High School is 
also receiving a $1,000 
scholarship from SEC. 
The daughter of Sander 
and Wendie Morehead 
of Tea, she will attend 
the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln, 
Neb., where she will 
major in biochemistry. 

Harrisburg High 
School’s Allison Preator, 
daughter of Fred and 
Amy Preator of Harris-
burg, will use her $1,000 
scholarship to attend 
Gordon College in 
Wenham, Massachusetts, 
where she will major in 
biology (pre-med.).

$500 Scholarships
Five $500 scholarships were awarded to the following students:

Rhett Tinklenberg of 
Sioux Falls Christian 
High School is the son 
of  Doug and Linda 
Tinklenberg of Harris-
burg. He will major in 
construction manage-
ment at SDSU.

Sydney Hoffman of 
Bridgewater/Emery 
High School is the 
daughter of Jeff and 
Deanna Hoffman of 
Bridgewater. She will 
major in human biology 
at SDSU.

Emily Buse of Lennox 
High School will major 
in nursing at Augustana 
University. She is the 
daughter of Gary and 
DeeAnna Buse of 
Lennox. 

Grace Quartier of 
Beresford High School 
is the daughter of Randy 
and Christina Quartier 
of Beresford. She will 
attend SDSU and major 
in dentistry. 

Darby Hurd of Bridge-
water/Emery High 
School is the daughter 
of Jeff and Rebel Hurd 
of Salem. She will major 
in psychology/art at 
Nebraska Wesleyan Uni- 
versity in Lincoln, Neb.

ENERGY NEWS
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Clouds form a backdrop to a power 
line in northeastern South Dakota.

SKYWARN® weather spotter training aids 
volunteers in providing first-hand informa-
tion to the National Weather Service.

AN EYE ON THE SKY
Spotters Play A Role in Weather Alert Process 

Brenda Kleinjan

editor@sdrea.coop 
Trained volunteers form a network of weather observers providing 
critical first-hand information for National Weather Service.

The spotters give first-hand accounts of what they are observing 
at ground level, an area often times obscured from what radar can 
detect. (Depending on the distance from the radar, that gap can 
extend from several hundred feet to nearly two miles.”

“Spotter reports add credibility to our warnings,” said Kelly Serr, 
who was conducting a training in Pierre in March. “We’re never 
sampling the lowest level of the storm.”

Serr kicked off the training with some basics: “This is weather 
spotter training, not weather chasing training. Never risk the 
safety of yourself or others and do your observation from a safe 
location.”

In most years, thunderstorms, tornadoes and lightning caused 
hundreds of injuries and deaths and billions in property and crop 
damages. To obtain critical weather information, the National 
Weather Service (NWS) established SKYWARN® with partner 
organizations. SKYWARN® is a volunteer program with between 
350,000 and 400,000 trained severe weather spotters. These volun-
teers help keep their local communities safe by providing timely 
and accurate reports of severe weather to the National Weather 
Service. In South Dakota, several hundred volunteers attend 
training throughout the spring each year.

Although SKYWARN® spotters provide essential information 
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for all types of weather hazards, the main responsibility of a 
SKYWARN® spotter is to identify and describe severe local 
storms. In an average year, the United States experiences more 
than 10,000 severe thunderstorms, 5,000 floods and more than 
1,000 tornadoes.

Since the program started in the 1970s, the information provided 
by SKYWARN® spotters, coupled with Doppler radar technology, 
improved satellite and other data, has enabled NWS to issue more 
timely and accurate warnings for tornadoes, severe thunder-
storms and flash floods. 

Who is eligible and how do I get started?
NWS encourages anyone with an interest in public service to 
join the SKYWARN® program. Training is free and typically lasts 
about two hours. Volunteers learn:

 �Basics of thunderstorm development
 �Fundamentals of storm structure
 � Identifying potential severe weather features
 � Information to report
 �How to report information
 �Basic severe weather safety

Callout Feature 
Center plus more text 

after to fill space

Weather Spotter Class
While many training classes were held in March and April, 
a few are still being offered in South Dakota through May:

Wednesday, April 17, 7 p.m. – Bon Homme County 
Spotter Class, Avon Fire Hall, 106 E 1st Ave.

Thursday, April 18, 7 p.m. – Lebanon, S.D. Community 
Center

Thursday, April 18, 7 p.m. – Clay County, S.D., Spotter 
Class, Vermillion, S.D., High School

Friday, April 19, 1 p.m. – Custer Highlands/Elk Mountain, 
Elk Mountain School, 10222 Valley Rd, Dewey, S.D.  

Monday, April 22, 7 p.m. –  Clark, S.D., Community 
Center, 120 N Commercial St

Monday, April 22, 7 p.m. – Douglas County Spotter Class, 
4-H Building, 408 9th St, Armour, S.D.

Thursday, April 25, 7 p.m. –  Lake/Moody County Spotter 
Class, East River Electric Power Cooperative, 211 Harth 
Ave S, Madison, S.D. 

Monday, April 29, 7 p.m. –  Minnehaha County Spotter 
Class, Washington Pavilion, 301 S Main Ave, Sioux Falls

Wednesday, May 1, 6 p.m., Murdo, S.D., Ambulance Shed, 
101 N Main

Wednesday, May 1, 7 p.m. – Yankton County Spotter 
Class, 201 W 23rd St, Yankton, S.D.

Online spotter training available: The Cooperative Oper-
ational Meteorology Education and Training (COMET) 
offers an online Skywarn® Spotter Training course in two 
sections: “Role of the Skywarn® Spotter” and “Skywarn® 
Spotter Convective Basics”. The course is designed for 
people interested in becoming storm spotters. The 
course is free and each section takes one to two hours to 
complete.

Weather Ready
Aberdeen Weather Team Aims to  
Improve Preparedness and Response
by Ben Dunsmoor 

The Aberdeen office of the National Weather Service is 
bringing together emergency managers, broadcast media, 
transportation officials, and private sector organizations 
– including electric cooperatives – to prepare for severe 
weather events. Officials with the office in Aberdeen 
held the second annual Integrated Weather Team (IWT) 
workshop on March 20 to improve communication and 
coordination between these groups.

“The IWT is an ad-hoc ‘team’ of people and entities who 
are involved in the preparedness and response to high-im-
pact weather events,” NWS Aberdeen Warning Coordina-
tion Meteorologist Kelly Serr said.

The goal of the annual one-day workshop is to meet with 
organizations and discuss best practices and methods to 
improve communication with the public before, during, 
and after a severe or high-impact weather event. 

According to Serr, the IWT is a nationwide initiative led by 
the National Weather Service. The weather service offices 
in Sioux Falls and Rapid City have held similar events, but 
the Aberdeen office is the first in South Dakota that is 
meeting every year.

“The IWT philosophy 
was born out of the 
desire to bring together 
those involved in the 
weather warning and 
public safety process,” 
Serr said. “The vision 
of the workshop is to 
better understand each 
group’s role in public 
safety, expectations, 
and how each IWT 
member can work 
together toward mutual goals.”

Northern Electric Cooperative Communications Director 
Ben Dunsmoor and retired Operations Manager Mike Kelly 
presented information during the March 20 workshop 
about a mid-October winter storm that caused wide-
spread power outages. The information was intended to 
help the National Weather Service, emergency managers, 
and those attending the workshop understand the 
weather conditions that cause power outages. 

“My hope is that we continue to learn from each other, 
understand each other’s strengths and weaknesses 
and make central and northeast South Dakota as ready, 
responsive and resilient as possible,” Serr said.

More than 30 people attended the March 20 workshop. 

About 30 people attended 
Integrated Weather Training 
in Aberdeen in March.
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SEC crews struggled to restore power 
during the flooding that took place 
during the week of the March 13th. Two 
to three inches of rain was reported in 
most of SEC’s territory. The rain and the 
snow melt from the warmer tempera-
tures, along with the fact that the frost 
was still in the ground, turned many 
acres that used to be farm ground into 
what looked like very large bodies of 
water and the dried up creek bottoms 
resembled large rushing rivers. Many 
roads were washed out along with 
culverts and bridges were closed due 
to water running over them. Some of 
the main bridges remained close for 
some time until the water went down 
and were able to get inspected before 
allowing traffic to cross again.

Most of our outages were due to poles 
that were sheared off from the large ice 
chunks and other debris rushing across 
roads and fields. SEC crews found it 
difficult or impossible to travel most 
roads during and after the flood, so 
restoring power took a little longer than 
normal.

Crews worked for hours trying to 
remove snow pack that wouldn’t allow 
the water to run in the direction it was 
supposed to go, causing an under-
ground switching cabinet to become 
immersed in the rushing waters and 
then shorting out causing outages.

We received many calls from members 

telling us that one or several of our 
underground cabinets were either 
underwater or very close to being 
underwater.

It’s important to note that a cabinet 
that may have water up around them 
or immersed in water is a dangerous 
situation. We ask that you please stay 
out of the water in that area and that 
you stay away from any cabinet that 
may have been under water during the 
flood.

You may have noticed through 
the years that SEC 
has replaced many 
overhead lines with 
underground. Normally, 
underground systems 
are more desired 
because it isn’t affected 
by ice storms or high 
winds. Unfortunately, 
when there is major 
flooding like in March, 
underground systems 
are more susceptible in 
those conditions.

Please contact us at 1-800-333-
2859 if you notice damaged 
poles, cabinets or any washouts 
that are exposing underground 
cable from the severe flooding, 
or if you have any questions 
regarding the safety of any elec-
trical equipment. 

Mid-March

FLOODING
causes outages
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LIKE TO 
COOK?
Send Us Your 
Recipes!
We are looking for 
original or your favorite 
recipes that are a hit at 
your house. Each month 
we will hold a drawing 
from the recipes that 
are submitted for a $10 
credit on the winner’s 
electric account. 
Please note that each 
month’s winner will then 
be entered in a yearly 
drawing for a grand prize 
at the end of the year. 
All recipes that we 
receive will be forwarded 
to SDREA for possible 
publication in  
Southeastern Electric 
Cooperative Connec-
tions. Recipes for the 
June magazine should 
be submitted by May 3. 
The last winner of the 
$10 credit was Stephanie 
Fossum, Hudson, S.D.  
You can e-mail your 
recipes to brett@south-
eastern.coop or mail 
them to  
Southeastern Electric,  
PO Box 250, Salem, SD 
57058-0250.
Upcoming recipe topics  
are Desserts in July.
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BOARD NEWS

Board Summary Report
The board of directors of Southeastern Electric 
Cooperative met on Thursday, March 21, 2019, 
with all directors present except Leslie Mehlhaff, 
Lynell Hofer and Steve Holmberg. Also present 
were Manager Brad Schardin, Attorney Alan 
Peterson and staff members John McDonald, 
John Euchner, Todd Nelson and Mark Neu. 

Manager Schardin in his report reviewed with 
the board the following items: 

 �Discussed plans to conduct employee training 
for the southeast co-ops as in prior years 
this April and the possibility of establishing 
a Renewable Energy Credit (green tags) 
program for the membership.  

 �Updated the board on a potential loan applica-
tion and promotion of REED in southeastern 
SD funded by a bank and discussions with the 
City of Tea and HDR on line moves due to 
infrastructure improvements.       

 �Discussed Basin Electric’s proposal to allow 
member systems the opportunity to obtain up 
to 5 percent of their load requirements from 
renewable energy or the open market.

 �Reviewed the circulation folder and various 
member-related issues.

CFO John McDonald reviewed his written report, 
the preliminary financial report for February 2019 
and the POET self-generation report.

Operations Manager John Euchner reviewed his 
written report and provided the monthly safety, 
dispatch and new services reports. He discussed 
road improvements in the City of Sioux Falls 
that will require the relocation of our facilities, 
reported on the upcoming retirement of a Line 
Superintendent, easement issues and issues at 
POET Chancellor. He also provided an update on 
outages related to the recent flooding and infor-

mation of grid security and solar storms.  

Marketing and Member Services Manager 
Mark Neu reviewed his written report. He also 
commented on East River’s system peak in 
February and heating degree days for February.

Consumer Relations and IT Manager Todd 
Nelson reviewed his written report and reviewed 
the cyber program security report from East 
River. 

The board acted on the following motions:

 �A motion was made and seconded to approve 
the consent agenda. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to adopt 
Board Resolution #2019-02, Authorizing 
the Sale of Surplus Property and Requesting 
Partial Release of Lien on the former Salem 
facilities. Motion carried.  

 �A motion was made and seconded to adopt 
Polices 407, 408, 204 and 702 as presented to 
the board. Motion carried.

 �A motion was made and seconded to approve 
the REED loan application subject to the 
approval of the TIF by the Turner County 
Commissioners. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
authorize the proposed increase of the liability 
limit on the umbrella insurance coverage held 
through Federated Rural Electric Insurance 
Exchange. Motion carried. 

 �A motion was made and seconded to 
authorize C. Hofer and Ostraat to attend the 
CFC Forum on behalf of the Cooperative.  
Motion carried. 

The next regular monthly meeting will be held on 
Thursday, April 18, 2019, at the Marion office.

Title VI Statement of Non-discrimination 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, 
in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary 
by program or incident.  
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact 
USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 800-877-8339. Additionally,program information may be made available in languages other than 
English.  
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online 
at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in 
the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call 866-632-9992. Submit your 
completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: 202-690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

CO-OP NEWS



A truck in the 2017 Wheel Jam Dyamic Engine 
Brake Competition gives the course a run.

More than 40 
competitors are also 

expected for the 
South Dakota BBQ 

Championships.

Fun Rolls into Huron
Wheel Jam 
Celebrates  
Two, Four and 
18 Wheels – 
and more

Whether two wheels, four wheels or 
18 wheels, vehicles of all types will be 
rolling into Huron May 31-June 2 for the 
16th annual Wheel Jam.

The celebration of transporta-
tion takes place on the South 
Dakota State Fair Grounds and 
will include the 13th annual 
Original South Dakota BBQ 
Championships cook off as 
well as musical entertainment.  

Organizers of the event note, 
“When semi-trucks, classic 
cars, motorcycles, stock car 
races, and a few rock and roll 
bands all get together, it means 
one awesome weekend for the 
state of South Dakota!”

Between the concurrent shows 
for big rigs, cars and pickups 
and motorcycles, visitors 
to Wheel Jam will see thousands of 
gleaming wheels. They can also watch (or 
be in) the BIG RIGS run in the Dynamic 
Engine Brake Competition, listen to 

classic rock bands in South Dakota or 
just sit back and enjoy the weekend on 
the South Dakota State Fair Grounds.

Smokin’ hot wheels won’t be the only 

Brenda Kleinjan
editor@sdrea.coop
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The Wheel Jam Parade 
takes to the streets of 
Huron on June 1.

Wheel Jam Schedule
Poker Run
Friday, May 31 • 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. • Registration: 5 p.m. at Red Arrow 
Bar – A free will offering meal will be served during registration. The 
poker run is open to all vehicles. Entry fee: $10. The entry fee includes 
admission into the Big Jim Jam Fest.

Pick-Up Party
Saturday, June 1 • Registration from 9 a.m. to noon; show from noon 
to 4 p.m. • Awards at 4 p.m.

Come to Wheel Jam and bring your 25+ year old pickup – in any stage 
of repair or dis-repair. No fee to park in designated area! We will be 
giving trophies for the pickup that is the ugliest, best of show, and 
came the furthest. Come park your pickup, set up your camper/lawn 
chair and set back and enjoy the fun!

Make It Mine Show-n-Shine (Classic cars/motorcycles)

Saturday, June 1 • Registration from 9 a.m. to noon; show from noon 
to 4 p.m. • Awards at 4 p.m.

There is no entry fee to participate in the Make it Mine Show n’ Shine. 
Vehicles do not have to be in a “judged car show” condition. Winners 
are chosen by trophy sponsors. Each sponsor will choose from cars 
and bikes to award its trophy to. There is no criteria to follow. The 
winner is chosen based on the sponsor’s preference.

11th Annual Midwest SPL Sound Competition
Saturday, June 1 • Registration from 10 a.m.-11 a.m. • Qualifying Time: 
11 a.m.

JM & TEAM FLEXICUTION presents the 11th annual Midwest SPL 
Sound Competition located in the Hippodrome.

Wheel Jam Parade
Saturday, June 1 • 10:30 a.m. • Participants line-up on Market Street 
starting at 9 a.m. – All wheels are welcome to participate!

Parade route: Market St. east to Dakota Ave. south to 21st St. and 
back around to the fairgrounds.

Dynamic Engine Brake Competition
Saturday, June 1 • 1 p.m. • Located on Nevada Ave. between Market 
St. and Gate 3

Biker Games
Saturday, June 1 • 6 p.m. • East side of carnival mat 

Wheel Jam Truck Show Light Show
Saturday, June 1 • Dusk • Located in West Machinery

Trucks will tune into Big Jim 93.3 from 10 pm - 11 pm for Saturday 
Night Rockin’ Lights w/ Wheel Jam Truck Show Light Show.

Backstreet Cruisers Car Show
Sunday, June 2 • Registration Time: 9 a.m. to noon • Show Time: 12 
p.m. to 4 p.m.

Windriders ABATE Motorcycle Show
Sunday, June 2 • Registration: 9 a.m. to noon • Show from noon to 4 
p.m. • Family Living Center

feature of the weekend as grilling maestros light up 
their grills to compete in the Original SD BBQ Cham-
pionships. The event began in 2007 and is a Kansas 
City BBQ Society sanctioned event. Each year, more 
than 40 teams compete in the event, which offers 
more than $14,000 in total KCBS purse. The grand 
champion wins $2,500 as well as an invitation to 
compete at the prestigious American Royal in Kansas 
City, Mo. The Reserve Grand Champion pockets 
$2,000 in the competition.

The event also features the Backyard BBQ People’s 
Choice Competition, which is open to anyone. Partici-
pants do not have to compete in the KCBS portion of 
the event to register for the Backyard BBQ Competi-
tion.

And for chili lovers, there’s the F.A.T. Friday Chili 
Challenge on Friday, May 31. The people’s choice 
public tasting is held from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

For more information on the BBQ, visit http://
www.sdbbqchampionships.com/

Learn more about Wheel Jam at 
 http://www.wheeljam.com/ or by calling the South 
Dakota State Fair office at 800-529-0900 or 605-353-
7340.

Above: The Wheel Jam Truck 
Show Light Shown illuminates 
the evening on Saturday. 
Right: Cars of all types will be 
on display during Wheel Jam.
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SEC Couples Tour 
As members of Southeastern Electric Cooperative, we want to participate in the three-day 
tour to East River Electric Power Cooperative, Basin Electric Power Cooperative and Western 
Area Power Administration facilities on July 31-Aug.2, 2019. If we are selected, we will pay 
thirty dollars ($30) per person toward the expenses of the three-day tour.

Name (First, Last)

Name (First, Last)

Mailing Address

City

State, ZIP Code

Home Phone 
Number

Cell Phone 
Number(s)

Participant 1 
Signature

Participant 2 
Signature

Get 
on 
the 
Bus!

Be our Guest!
Join your neighbors for the 
Southeastern Electric  
Cooperative annual meeting 
June 6 at Lennox High School
� Prizes � Meal � Kids’ activities
� Director Elections � And More! 
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Employees 
Reach 
Service 
Milestones
Southeastern Electric Coop-
erative has a dedicated staff 
of 56 employees. Here, we 
recognize three employees who 
have recently attained years of 
service milestones at the coop-
erative.

Mark Neu
Marketing and Member Services 

Manager
30 Years of Service

Travis Miller
Salem Crew Foreman

25 Years of Service

In Memory

Saying Goodbye  
to Curt Anderson
Southeastern Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
employees and directors were saddened to 
learn of the sudden death of Southeastern 
Electric Work Order Clerk Curtis Anderson.

Anderson, 64, who has been at the cooper-
ative 29 years, passed away April 3, while 
attending a meeting in Mitchell. Funeral 
services were April 6 in Alcester.

Curtis Jay Anderson was born Jan. 15, 1955, 
in Hudson, S.D., to Ray and Mae (Boerri-
gter) Anderson. He attended the Alcester 
School K-12. Then he went on to attend 
the University of South Dakota at Spring-
field where he continued his love of playing 
basketball.

Curt married Diana Hanson on July 9, 1983, 
in Sioux Falls, S.D. They made their home in 
Alcester, S.D. He worked with his dad at the 
Allis-Chalmers Implement dealership and 
took over the business. In 1989, he sold the 
business. A year later, he became employed 
at Lincoln-Union Electric Company which 
later transitioned into Southeastern Electric 
Cooperative.

Curt was a member of Nathanael Lutheran 
Church. He served on the Alcester Commer-
cial Club and City Council for several 

years. He was an avid 
Huskers, Duke, and 
Royals fan. He enjoyed 
golfing, traveling, and 
spending time with his 
family and friends.

Curt is survived 
by his wife, Diana 
Anderson; daughter 
Heather (Simon) 
VanderHelm; son Todd 
(Cassie) Anderson; grandchildren Wes 
and Brooke VanderHelm; his siblings Don 
(Silvia) Anderson, Bob Anderson, Gordon 
Anderson, Cindy (Lowell) Knutson; Diana’s 
parents, Derald and Mary Hanson; Diana’s 
siblings, David (Renee) Hanson, Patty 
(Jerry) Jones, Bill (Cheryl) Hanson and Dean 
(Jackie) Hanson; many nieces and nephews; 
and 2 aunts, Eileen Johnston and Phyllis 
Boerrigter.  

He was preceded in death by his parents.

Cards can be sent to Diana at PO Box 152, 
Alcester, SD 57001

All of us here at Southeastern Electric will 
miss Curt.Troy Peters

Sioux Falls Crew Superintendent
25 Years of Service

Curt Anderson was a work order clerk 
for the cooperative for 29 years.

Be our Guest!
Join your neighbors for the 
Southeastern Electric  
Cooperative annual meeting 
June 6 at Lennox High School
� Prizes � Meal � Kids’ activities
� Director Elections � And More! 
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Curt Anderson
Work Order Clerk



To have your event 
listed on this page, send 
complete information, 
including date, event, 
place and contact to your 
local electric cooperative. 
Include your name, 
address and daytime 
telephone number. 
Information must be 
submitted at least eight 
weeks prior to your 
event. Please call ahead 
to confirm date, time and 
location of event.

May 31-June 2: Fort Sisseton Historical 
Festival, Lake City, SD, 605-448-5474
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DATELINE

April 27
River Rat Marathon, Yankton, 
SD, 605-660-9483

April 27-28
Annual JazzCrawl, Sioux Falls, 
SD, 605-335-6101

May 11
Davis Flea Market & Artisan 
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free 
admittance and parking, 
Davis, SD

May 17-19 
State Parks Open House and 
Free Fishing Weekend, Pierre, 
SD, 605-773-3391

May 24-26
South Dakota Kayak 
Challenge, Yankton, SD, 
605-864-9011 

May 30-June 1
Senior Games, Sioux Falls, 
SD, Contact Nick Brady at 
605-978-6924

May 31-June 1
Pork Palooza, Sioux Falls, SD, 
garrett@agemedia.pub

May 31-June 2 
Wheel Jam, Huron, SD, 
605-353-7340

June 1
Dairy Fest, Brookings, SD, 
605-692-7539

June 1-2
Spring Volksmarch, Crazy 
Horse, SD, 605-673-4681 

June 2
Mickelson Trail Marathon, 
Deadwood, SD, 605-578-1876

June 2-8
Ride Across South Dakota 
(RASDAK), Rapid City, SD, 
rasdakbiketour@gmail.com

June 6-9
South Dakota Shakespeare 
Festival, Vermillion, SD, 
605-622-0423

June 7
East of Westreville with 
Kenny Putnam Kiwanis 
Club Concert, 7 p.m., Riggs 
Theatre, Pierre, SD,  
605-280-0818

June 7-8
Senior Games, Spearfish, SD, 
Contact Brett Rauterkus at 
605-722-1430 

June 7-9
Annual Black Hills Quilt 
Show & Sale, Rapid City, SD, 
605-394-4115

June 8
Train Day, Redfield, SD, 
605-472-4566

June 8
Davis Flea Market & Artisan 
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free 
admittance and parking, 
Davis, SD

June 8-9
Siouxland Renaissance 
Festival, Sioux Falls, SD, 
1-866-489-9241

June 13-15
Czech Days, Tabor, 
SD, 605-463-2478, 
www.taborczechdays.com, 
taborczechdays@gmail.com

June 21
Dalesburg Midsummer 
Festival, Dalesburg Lutheran 
Church, Rural Vermillion, SD,  
605-253-2575

June 28-29
Senior Games, Madison, SD, 
Contact Bernie Schuurmans 
at 605-270-3327

June 29
Rhubarb Festival, Leola, SD, 
605-824-0014

July 13
Davis Flea Market & Artisan 
Fair, 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Free 
admittance and parking, 
Davis, SD

July 13
S.D. MCC Relief Sale – helping 
others round the world, 
Begins at 8 a.m. with bike 
ride and pancake/sausage 
breakfast, Activities, booths 
(crafts, bake sale, produce, 
etc.), live and silent auctions, 
lots of food, All day event, 
No admission charge, free 
parking, Pioneer Hall on 
Freeman Academy campus, 
Freeman, SD, 605-925-7009, 
sdmccreliefsale.weebly.com


